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LETTER, Ge. 


Dear SIR, 


S my preſent Engagements will not ſuf- 
fer me to collect my Thoughts, in ſuch 
2 Manner as would be neceſſary to an- 
ſwer fully what you ſeem to expect from me, I 
know no better Way of teſtifying my Diſpoſition 
to gratify you, than by tranſcribing the following 


Paragraphs, from a Paper ſome Months ago pub- 
liſhed in this Place. 


— 


WHAT that Writer ſeemed to conſider as a 
very far diſtant, and improbable Contingency, 
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appears to me to be very little different from the 
actual Event, already, in ſome meaſure, 
come to paſs, in regard to this Country; and 
which, at preſent, conſtitutes the Object of the 
moſt intereſting Attention of any 1 have ever 
known to come before Parliament. 


To make both the Matter, and the Spirit of ous 
preſent Conteſt, as obvious as poſſible, it will be 
requilite, to begin, y with the following Paraggaph. It 
is eaſy to demonſtrate, That the increaſing Induſ- 
« try of this Country in general, inſtead of becom 
ing at any Time an Occaſion of Jealouſy, ought 
mat all Times to be conſidered as -a. permanent 
« Source of Wealth and Power to our Mother 

Country:; at all Times, while the fame hiþera ral 
and manly Spirit continues to be cheriſhed j in us, 
vhich ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſhes our elderBrethren 
from all the other Nations upon Earth; a Spirit 
only to be excited by, and always inſeparable from 
« the animating Senſe of living under a Govern- 
ment of Laws, and not left at the Mercy | of 
any Man's, or Combination of Men's phantaſti- 
* cal Ambition or arbitrary Will: 
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Wir ſüch a Spirit and Temper continue to 
prevail in this Country, nothing cat be more evi- 
dent than · That in Conſequence of the Connexion 


EP 


in Point of 'Trade and national Intercourſe wherein 


we ſtand to Britain, and in Conſequence of that 


conſtant Reſort to the Seat of 1 — in Purſuit of 
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Pleaſiire, br Buſt neſs, or the Purpoſes of Ambition, 
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which muſt beg on to increaſe as our Induſtry ry an 
Plenty increaft, moſt of the Wealth of Treland ma 
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Lap of Britain; and that in regard | to the Relidue 
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which Mall continue at home, the r more it increal es, 
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of a Reſource i in a Race of her "Offipring, 
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taught by Nature, Conſtitution, and Experience, 
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as well as by the glorious s Example of our e der. 
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Brethren, wot tthily poſſeſſing, a a till nobler Inherit- 11 
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gion, and the ſecure en of the other e effen- 
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preferably to Life, and alli its other Poſſeſſions: and 
well knowing, . 6 That theſe fiogular Bleſlings are no. 


longer to be hoped for, than while our Mather. 
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Country continues powerful and free, muſt at all 
Times, and at all Hazards, be zealouſly ready to 
vindicate the Liberties, and maintain the Dignity | 
of Britain, on the ſame Principles, and at the ſame 


Expence, we would be ready to „ and to 
maintain our own. | | 


InDEED a dreadful Reverſe of all this would 
quickly come to take Place, ſhould it ever come 
to paſs, which Heaven forbid ! that this Spirit and 
Temper ſhall happen to be ſubdued, or by frequent 
Depreſſions, their Vigour and elaſtic Spring ſnould 
come to be loſt; if ever it ſhould happen, for In- 
ſtance, that the principal Direction as well as Con- 
troul in all the intereſting internal Concernments of 
this Country, ſhall by one Means or other come to 
be ingroſſed by a few, whoſe principal perſonal In- 
tereſts may not only, in their Nature, be ſeparable _ 
from, but, in Fact, have in ſimular Inſtances been 
known actually to operate in direct Oppoſition to 
the commanding Intereſts of Britain and Ireland, 
to the Intereſts of Religion, Liberty, and our 
happy Conſtitution ; or, if ever it ſhould happen, 
* that the National Guardians of our Rights, Pre- 
perties, and Privileges, by whoſe Authority] all 
Taxes are impoſed, for the Protection of the Pub- 

lic, 
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lic, and the ſeveral other collateral Exigences of 
Government, ſhall haſely relinquiſh. their ſelf-evi- : 
dent Right, of enquring how far ſuch Taxes, after 
being raiſed, have been applied to the Purpoſes for 
which they were granted; or in Caſes where, from 
thelncreaſe of Induſtry, or, which is much more likely 
tobe the Cauſe, from an Increaſe of Luxury, large 
Redundancies ſhall happen to remain in the public 
Treaſury after all the Exigencies of Government 
have been effectually ſupplied; if ever it ſnould 
happen in Caſes of this, or any ſimular Nature, 
© that theſe national Guardians, inſtead of conſider- 
ing ſuch Redundancies as ſo much Money remain- 
ing in the Treaſury, to the Credit of the Public, 
from whoſe Pockets it was raiſed, and themſelves | 
as ſtanding in the Place of thoſe Truſtees, ' by 
whoſe Authority the Taxes yielding this Redun- 
dancy were originally impoſed, ſhall treacherouſly, 
or tamely, ſuffer ſuch public: Money to be diſpoſed 
of, by Treaſury Officers, without any Account; 
Then, and not till Then, can the Increaſe of In- 
duſtry and Wealth in this Country become with 
any Sort of Juſtice, an Object of Jealouſy to the 
Nation of Britain; Then, indeed, as every honeſt 
Inhabitant of this Kingdom muſt find himſelf forced 


to acknowledge, Ireland mult inſtantly ceaſe to 15 
what 
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what it is at preſent; an integral and falutary Mem- 
ber of che free! Rifle of mali, ad inſtead” 
thereof, ruſt 6h cim to ſtafid It the ſame de- 
ſtructfve Relation f0 Ten ener the” AN” 
Provitices ſtood ey f in fre 
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* 2 88 the Riches, even * thoſe re- 
mote Ptovinces/burthedubdned and daſtardly Spirit 
of the AfitreTithabitants; NOT DARING TO 
CLAIM A PROPERTY T HOSE RICHES: that - 
haſtefied the Ruin! of the Nona Commonwcaltii it 
was dhe gie ing up of theſe, and ch otlier Provinces; * 
to the Pander and Domination ea ſew Individuals, 


which enabled thofeb inſdlent and. ambitiotis Spirits, 


poſſeſſing great Power;and word tif: all Ts andObli- 
gations of Intereſt to exert tiis Power for the Hap- 

pineſs of the People ſuhjected to their Government, f 
firſt, to corrupt, and fihally; to ſubdue the Virtue 

and Liberty of their native Country ; ſhould" 0 
therefore in any future Period, ſo abje a Spirit be- 
come the odious Charateriſtie- of the' Inhabitants 
of this Illand, no right ſpirited Man, unfortunately 
happening to have his Reſidence among them, but 


who muſt inwardly approve, and evem applaud, 


every Inſtanoe of Pokey, and Act of POWer, which 
faall be found neceſſary for ſtopping the Growth of 2 
that 
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chat Wealth, which, if not ſpeedily ſuppreſſed, | 
is ſo obviouſly liable to be abuſed for the in- 
famous Purpoſe of corrupting the Morals, and 


enn the Liberties of the inhabitants of Bri- 
tain. 


SELF EVIDENT, therefore it is, that the Spirit of 
this Country muſt firſt be broken down, and the 
Yoke of perſonal Domination actually clapt round 
the Neck of its wretched Inhabitants, before it can 
ceaſe 'to be the Wiſdom and the Intereſt of Britain, 
to cheriſh in general, a 1058 Zealous for Liberty 
and renn in Ireland. 


I MusT now go on 8 to acquaint you with 
our preſent Situation; when the ſmall Money-Bill 
for diſcharging the remaining ſeventy- ſeven thous 
ſand Pounds of our national Debt was this Seſſion 
brought into Parliament, an Attempt was made 
which did not ſucceed, to get a Preamble prefixed 
to » It which 8 cannot now give you in Words, but 
which was generally underſtood, at Faſt 19. imply, _ 
that an Intimation of his M— 's Conſent was 
previouſly neceſſary, before the Houſe of Commons 
were to think themſelves at Liberty to bring in any 
Bill relative to the diſpoſing of Redundancies of Mo- 


ney 
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ney remaining in the Treaſury, after the uſual 
Exigencies of Government have been ſupplied; 


The Bill is now come back from England, and the 


Preamble, which was not admitted here, or one to 


the ſame purpoſe, is now found incerted: [I need 
not tell you that the Bill, with this Addition, muſt 
either be now paſſed mto an Act, otherwiſe the 


Whole to be rejected: The Interpretation of the 
Addition juſt now mentioned would ſeem to be the - 
moſt favourable Conſtruction which the Thing can 
poſſibly admit; and yet, who doth not ſee, that 
even in virtue of this Signification, the Power of 


the Legiſlature over the Money raiſed out of the 
Pockets of the People in virtue of their Authority, 
is evidently SusPENDED ? and ſuſpended upon a 
Condition, which under a future Prince, and a fro- 
ward Adminiſtration, muſt be acknowledged, at 


leaſt capable. of becoming productive of infinite 


Evil to this Kingdom. 


Ix this Country there is no Coinage, and yet a 
Circulation of fix or ci ght hundred thouſand Pounds. 
in Caſh is abſolutely requiſite for carrying on the 
Traffic and Buſineſs of the Nation ; ſhould then a 
Third, or, perhaps, a Half of this Caſh come to be 
locked up, but for a very ſhort Courſe of time, in the 

Cheſts 
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Cheſts of the Treaſury, muſt not the Buſineſs and 
Trade of the Country proportionably ſtand ſtill ? 
and muſt not ſuch an Event quickly become, in 
its Operation, fatal to the Happineſs, or rather 
Being of the Whole? Yet it is ſaid, that ſtill a 
much ſeverer Conſtruction is not only put but juſ- 
tified in regard to this Preamble ; and that it is 
by ſome People zealouſly contended for as Law, or 
at leaſt as part of our Conſtitution, that all Re- 
© dundancies of public Money, after the Exigen- 
< cies of Government are anſwered, become ſo far 
the private Property of the Prince, that it is only 
© in virtue of royal Indulgence and Compaſſion to 
his People, and not as Matter of Right, that any 
Part of this Redundance can afterwards be ap- 
« plied by Parliament for the Relief or Benefit of 
his faithful Subjects, out of whoſe Property this 
* Redundance was raiſed :: Before making any 
Remarks on this moſt extraordinary Doctrine, the 
Aſſertors, as it would ſeem, have, in broaching it 
at preſent, been a little premature; unleſs they will 
contend, that the Payment of the Debt contracted . 


by Parliament for the Support of Government, 


ought not to be accounted a Part of the Exigen- | 
© cies of that Government.” 


Wirn reſpect to this, or even the much 
more modeſt Doctrine mentioned before my 
time 
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time will not permit me to enter into ſuch 
a Detail of methodical Argumentation as the 
Importance of the Subject truly deſerves; at pre- 
ſent I muſt ſatisfy myſelf with barely pointing out 
a Principle or two, which purſued into their fair 
and undeniable Conſequences, will be abundantly | 
ſufficient to fix the Judgment of every honeſt and 
liberal ſpirited Man poſſeſſed of OP in this 
Kingdom, 


IT is a Maxim as old, and as true, as the very 
firſt Principles of Juſtice and Senſe, That no 
Man can acquire any Right over the Property 
© of another, Whether in a State of Nature, or 
ſiving under Civil Government; without his ewrr 
Conſent; either expreſſed; or from the('nattre 
© of the Thing tacitely implied. In a State bf: * 
Nature, this is the moſt Fundamental Principle of 
the Law of Nature, and the only Security for ſo— 
cial Communication under that State in. a State 
of Government, this is the moſt Eſſential Princi- 
ple in the Original Conſtitution of all Government; 
and the only Sec urity againſt Tyranny in Govern- 
ment: What is true and juſt in reſpect to Individuals, 
holds equally. true and juſt i in reſpe& to the Com- 
munity, made yp of thoſe Individuals ;- now ſure- 


ly 
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Jy ng one will pretend that any expreſs Compact 


can be produced to prove, that the Money which 
from Caſualties happens at ſome Seaſons, to exceed 
"what is requiſite. for, anſwering, the Expences of 
Government, for which alone the whole Supply is 


originally. profeſſed to be raiſed, has ever been ap- 


propriated by the Legiſlature, and ſet apart to the 
Prince for his ſeperate, and private Uſe ; or de- 


clared by them to be. an, eſtabliſh'd Article in- the 
Conſtitution of. this. Country; nor can it with any 
kind or ſemblance of Juſtice be alleged, that a-ta- 
cite Compact ought here to be ſuppoſed ; not only 
becauſe i it is demonſtrably contrary to the Intereſt, 
and might in Time prove fatal to the .moſt eſſer- 
tial Rights of the. principal Party concern'd in this 
Contract, but likewiſe becauſe it is matter of the 
moſt public Notoriety, that the very firſt Time that 
the Repreſentatives of the People ever had an Op- 
portunity of teſtifying their Senſe of this Matter 
whieh happened im the Tear 1749, ſo far from having 
the leaſt Notion of any tacit Compact to the Pur- 
pole now alleged, they immediately proceeded to 


ac -agreeably/- to the evident Principles of Juſtice 


and Senſe, to tlie Faith which had been given by 
Earliament, and tothe Duty they owed ta the 
Community, Whoſe Property they had Taxed; 


ever * 
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every one knows that the Nature of our Funds 
vill not admit of any exact Computation in reſpect 
to their annual Produce before they are raiſed : For 
a long Courle of Years, the Nation had been run- 
ning into a very lar ge Debt by the Deficiency in 
theſe Funds, wherefore as ſoon as theſe Funds were 
na to be Redundant, what meaſure cou'd ap- 
pear to them more Equitable, than to. apply this 
Redundarcy towards the Reduction of this Debt? 
They accordingly took this Meaſure, and their 
Right in taking it was readily and without Heſita- 
tion recogniz'd by the other Branches of our Le- 
giſlature; ſo far was any of theſe Branches, from 
having the leaſt Idea either of an expreſs, or a tacite 

Compact, in Oppoſition to this Right. 


Bzs1pes this Foundation of Right over anether 
Man's Property, juſt now ſet forth, no other ra- 
tional one can be poſſibly aſſigned, excepting in 
ſome few rare Cafes of the utmoſt Extremity, 
when the great Law of Neceſſity in favour of the 
Preſervation of the Whole, may for a Seaſon ſuſ- 
pend, for even this cannot properly diſſolve the in- 
ferior Obligation in regard to particular Parts ; but 
ſurely nothing of this laſt Sort, can have any Re- 

lation to the Subject now before us, unleſs it be to 
put 


bag; 8 


put us in Mind of this eternal Maxim of all free 

SGovernments, That no Claim of any Perſonal 

9 Rights, much leſs of any delegated or artificial 

Rights of any Members, however Dignified in the 

Community, can ever be valid againſt the Pre- 

0 ſervation and Liberty of the whole + Commu- 
nty. boy WIRES 
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Ir Men would vouchſafe but a little Attention, 
and candidly canvaſs this Subject on the everlaſting 
Principles of Reaſon and Truth, the Cauſe is 
fo obviouſly Righteous, that it is moſt natural to 
_ preſume, there could hardly remain any diverſity 
of Sentiments, among the Men of Senſe and pro- 


pPerty of this Nation; for ſurely, as to Claims of 


any Magiſtratical Rights in Civil Government, in- 
dependent of Civil Contracts, deriving their 
Authority immediately from God, there ean hard- 
ly be any Man at this Time of Day fo ſilly as to 
remain in any Degree, embarraſſed with any No- 
tion ſo full of Abſurdity; yet it is not to be con- 
ceal'd, tho' heartily to be lamented, that a Lan- | 
guage begins to be Spoken, not very far diſtant 
when ſtrictly examined, from this nonſenſical Doc- 
trine ; a Language much in Uſe when this Doc- 
wine was nt only held Orthodox, but bound upon | 
hs 
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the Coiſcience, under the threatned Penalty of eter- 
nal Damnation; an unmeaning or in. meaning 
Language, pecuſiarly ſuited to ſuch kind of Doc- 
trine, but ſeldom made uſe of, and that only in Gaſes 
here the meaning was obvious and har mleſs, ſince 
the' happy Acceſſion of the preſent Illuſtrious Fa- 
mily to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms: Their 
Adminiſtration has never ſtood in need of the 
Magic of Sounds ; Sounds Which! in the Days of 
Superſtition and Tyranny, often prov'd fatal to the 
* moſt precious Rights, and to the Perſons of” the 
- worthieſt Subjects in the Community. Surely the 


word Prerogative can make no Alteration in the 
eſſential and eternal Diſtinction between Right and 
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1 am, dear Sir, 
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